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International Aimusic Festival Concert in Saratoga This Saturday Evening 

Abroad Virtuosos Present General’s Command in the Bay Area 

 

Sing Tao Daily journalist WANG Wei reported in Silicon Valley 

 

The 9th International Aimusic Festival General’s Command concert will be held at the McAfee 

Performing Arts Center in Saratoga this Saturday evening at 7:30 pm. Outstanding musicians 

from the Bay Area, China, and Taiwan will present a high-quality show of Chinese music. 

 

The featured performing musicians are: Yizhen Gao, the only Sanxian performer winning the 1st 

place of the China Golden Bell Award; Qi Miao, the 2nd place winner in the National Pipa 

Shancheng Cup Competition held by CCTV in 1989; Su-Chen Liu, former Erhu artist in Taipei 

Chinese Orchestra; Wenying Wu, former Yangqin and Zheng artists of the China Broadcasting 

Chinese Orchestra. The program includes the Pipa Solo The Conqueror Unarms, Erhu Solo 

Sunshine on Tashkurgan, Pipa and Sanxian Duet Spring, South of the Yangtze, etc.  

 

The highlight of the concert will be the Peking opera suite The Tiger Mountain to be world 

premiered by the Firebird Youth Chinese Orchestra, arranged by FYCO’s artistic director 

Gordon Lee from the 1965 Chinese ensemble version of the modern Peking Opera Taking the 

Tiger Mountain by Strategy. This version was a collective creation by the Shanghai Opera 

School, Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Shanghai Children’s Theatre, and Shanghai Peking 

Opera Theatre. In Lee’s opinion this Chinese ensemble version possesses great artistic value as it 

has preserved the pure and natural qualities—the fundamental elements of Han Chinese music. 

FYCO is the largest Chinese orchestra overseas with the most diverse instruments. Gordon Lee 

conducts with the Peking opera “bangu,” honoring the thousand-year tradition of leading the 

ensemble with the drum, while blending in the symphony conducting techniques. 

 

Lee points out that this Chinese ensemble version of Taking the Tiger Mountain by Strategy is an 

artistic treasure, “despite the scarcity of resources, our Chinese American students tirelessly 

carry forward the legacy of Chinese culture.” 

 

Qi Miao from Sweden and Yizhen Gao from China both graduated from China Central 

Conservatory of Music. Miao studied with the great pipa virtuoso, Professor WANG Fandi. Gao 

studied under professor TAN Longjian. Their music is characterized by the beautifully pure and 

penetrating tone quality. 

 

The International Aimusic Festival is held every year, since 2016. Regardless of whether the 

concert is held in a concert hall or a gymnasium, all of the solo, ensemble, and orchestra 

performances are done in natural sound, without microphones. The grand finale of this year’s 

concert is the “xiansuo” ensemble General’s Command from the Reference Collection of String 

Music (“Xiansuo Beikao” in Chinese), compiled in 1814. 

 

To learn the xiansuo suites, Professor TAN Longjian traced down Aisin Gioro • Yuhuan, the 5th 

generation descendent of Emperor Daoguang (1782-1850) and the nephew to the last emperor in 

1986, and later taught it to Yizhen Gao, who brings an excellent performance of this rare classic 

to the Bay Area audience. For more details of the concert please visit aimusic.us. 

http://aimusic.us/



